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A story about 

energy poverty and 
ch i ldhood

Th is  story was inspi r ed  by 
the  exper i ences  of  fam i li es 

of  the  Alliance  aga inst 
Energy Poverty and the 
testimony of  the  brave 

ch i ldren from the  Cañada 
Real  ne ighborhood in 

Madr i d ,  wh ich  as  of  October 
202 1  had been living 

w ithout electr ic ity for  an 
enti r e  year .
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A story about energy poverty and childhood
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Do you know 
what energy 
poverty is?

Today at school will be a bit different!
We have invited two people

to help us understand
energy poverty.



Irina doesn’t know what
energy poverty means, but
she knows that at home, mom 
is worried. When her mom  
thinks Irina isn’t watching, 
she struggles to pay all 
the bills.

Her mother is scared that the electricity or the water will get cut off,

because they often can’t pay all the bills.

All day she checks to make sure they still have water and electricity.



But at night in the darkness she was 
very scared.

Sophia remembers
last winter, 

when their 
electricity
got cut off.

She 
didn’t 

say anything 
to anyone…

An
d  

h e
r  

b i
g  

b r
oth

e r  was  f r u st r ate d  bec a u s e  h e couldn’tf i n i s h  h i s  h o m ewo r k .



Oman went every day with his parents 
to the fountain in the square. 
They would go late 
at night or early in the morning   
     because they were ashamed
    that neighbors
     would see 
            them.



Ainara knows that when she gets home, She will have a nice hot shower

if she didn’t have her nightlight to protect her in the dark.

and go to bed early. She can’t imagine what it would be like

she will read a little and do her homework.



When they get home,
Ir ina, Sofia, Omar,
    and Ainara run

    to tell
         their families.

Electricity
and water
are basic
rights!

Mom,
Omar doesn’t
have water
at home!

We ha
ven

’t

done an
ythi

ng 

wrong! 
We ha

ve 

a ri
ght 

to hav
e 

water
!

There are
people
who join
together. . .

Other families
have the same

problems
as us!

  There are    

 children who  

   don’t have  

    electricity
  or water! !

. . .so that every 
house  can 

have electricity
and water.



in the
next
days

   They go with their families to a meeting of the Alliance
     against Energy Poverty where people talk about their problems
       with electricity or water, and work together on solutions
                    for each household.

Mom smiles and
Irina sees 

that she 
is  less 

worried.



When the meeting is over, they go out to 
the street and sing and raise their voices 

to demand water and electricity for 
every family. Being together gives 

them strength.

Electricity
 for 

each and every 

family! !

No one
should be
in the dark

Together, we
are powerful

Water and
electricity are 

basic human rightsNo more thirst,

no more cold,

no more darkness.

Water
is life
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